June 17th, 2001
Hi Gavin
Well, after last week’s one-page letter, I hope that this week it will be a little longer. I got your 2-in-1 letter (2 letters in 1 envelope) the other day. Thanks a lot. Almost immediately, I went to my Internet bank account to transfer the money into your account. Took a while for it to work properly (I was getting messages about instructions that were not given, e.g. using 5 lines for the bank address when the maximum is supposed to be only 4 lines). Eventually got it correct but it would not send – “after hours” was the message so it had to wait until the next morning. I guess the bank here has to process the transfer first then they send the money. I assumed that the money would just be transferred automatically. Anyway, there should be $1000 more in your account! Hope it is useful. Check your account. There should be no additional expenses taken off this amount as I have paid for these. I paid for processing at both the HK end and the US end – I think the expenses at your end were about $4 (the total expense was quoted but not broken down). I have included your bank ID card in this letter in case you need to use it. I have a record of your bank account number, etc, in case they are needed again. So, if you get the money OK, I guess that the ‘routing no.’ is the same as the ‘Fedwire #’.

Your girlfriend sounds like a nice person. What happened to your previous friend – the one from South America or somewhere like that, if I remember correctly? For your sniper school, just do your real best and let the results come from that. You asked whether my university years were the best in my life. I’m not sure whether to answer “Yes” or not. I certainly had a good time living in the (boys’) hostel (in Wellington) for 4 years. There were boys from all walks of life and not just university students. The study was still hard and I walked long hours though still had at least one whole day off plus time off for exercise and for playing in the local indoor basketball league. You also mentioned that you are ‘old-fashioned’. That is not necessarily a bad term. The term just summarises your attitudes and thinking towards things and many of these, although they have been round for a long time (i.e. ‘old’), many of them may he ‘eternal’ in nature and so just as ‘modern’ as other attitudes. I think you still need to seriously some form of college education as this, together with your Marines background, should be very helpful in your life. You can still get good jobs without joining the ‘rat race’ which I suspect is not your style. Certainly it is more difficult to get a good job without a good education nowadays. 

There was a lot on TV about the ‘live’ execution of Timothy McVeigh last week, especially on CNN where all other programmes had been stopped because of it. I suppose it was worse actually in the US. Actually, I found the whole thing sickening. I am not a strong supporter of the death penalty, not least because it cannot be reversed when someone turns out to be innocent. Just in the last few years, in the US alone, DNA tests have shown that quite a number of people on death row were actually innocent. I know this is just my opinion/attitude but the opposite view is just another opinion/attitude and things happen in society because of the opinions/attitudes people have. Things may not change under President Bush, who governed a state that had the most number of executions in the US and who now presides over a country which is alongside China, Saudia Arabia and Iran in terms of numbers of executions. I suspect your state of North Carolina is a strong supporter of the death penalty as it is a very conservative state and with a senator (Helms) who makes me squirm at times. 

HK has still been getting a lot of heavy rain. 200 mm (about 8 inches) in a few hours in Tai Po one morning which caused serious flooding. The heavy rain signals were raised 9 days in a row, the most ever, and this caused schools had to be closed occasionally. Last Tuesday, I just managed to complete a swim before someone from the hotel came running in to say that a thunderstorm warning had been issued and that I should get out. Live chickens were back on sale on Friday last. There are now more strict rules on the storage of the animals and the cleanliness of the markets. Ducks and other poultry are no longer to be mixed with chickens. A 6th case of cholera has been identified in HK and all seem to have arisen locally, possibly due to polluted sea water. Also, a local woman who has lived in the UK for many years was identified to have CJD, the human form of the ‘mad cow’ disease. 

Just by chance, I saw on TV a summary of the last World 7’s Series, which was held in Cardiff, Wales. NZ won, by beating Australia in the final by 31 to 5. They became the Series champions for the second year in a row with Australia second and Fiji third. Actually, they became champions once they got into the semifinals but still wanted to win the tournament. The man of the tournament had to be Karl Te Nana. He is turning out to be a good captain now that Eric Rush is out (probably for good) with his broken leg. So NZ adds this title to that of World Sevens Champions which they got in Argentina some months ago. I don’t think Nadine’s friend Craig (forgotten his last name) was playing in this tournament. Jonah Lomu not there either, though he was at the London tournament a week earlier which NZ also won. 

Well, managed more than one page but that’s about it for now. 

Cheers!
Dad

PS: One of huge Russian transport ‘planes (?AN-225) landed in Hainan Island a couple of days ago to carry the cut-up pieces of the US spy ‘plane back to the US.
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